Refugee Week 2026 Small Grants
We are offering small grants of up to £750 to celebrate Refugee Week
Section 1
Refugee Week small grants 2026
As the UK’s first Borough of Sanctuary, we welcome those fleeing violence and persecution in their own countries and protect the rights of all migrants, asylum seekers and refugees. 

Refugee Week 2026 will take place from June 15th to 21st, with the theme "Courage," and is a UK-wide festival celebrating the contributions and resilience of refugees and people seeking sanctuary. 

We are offering small grants of up to £750 to support people living or working in Lewisham as well as local organisations to develop their own activities and events in their local community to celebrate Refugee Week.

We expect to fund at least seven projects, perhaps more depending on the size of grants requested.

Here are some suggestions, though we also welcome new ideas!

·        Organise a street party and encourage people to come together as a community.
·        A community event such as a meal with a cultural activity
·        Storytelling event
·        Exhibition with art, photographs or oral history contributions
·        Cultural activity – music, song, poetry, arts or crafts
·        Gardening or nature activity
·        Podcast, social media event / campaign

Section 2
Application criteria
- Activities should promote or celebrate the experience and contributions of people seeking sanctuary.

-Activities should promotes a culture of welcome and solidarity between communities.

- People with lived experience of seeking sanctuary must be involved in the planning and / or delivery of activities.

- Priority will be given to events that are public, involve sanctuary seekers from more than one community and to projects that are sanctuary seeker led.
- We will not be able to fund projects that have already received NCIL or Borough of Sanctuary Small Grants 2025 funding, i.e. we will not fund the same project twice. Funded organisations and individuals are welcome to apply for funding for a different project or event. 

Section 3
Funding Requirements
Please note: We can fund organisations as well as individuals, however if you are making an application as an individual you must be endorsed by a constituted organisation. This could be a housing association, residents association, voluntary sector organisation, faith organisation, food bank or local school. All we require is you provide the details of your endorsing organisation. We will follow up with this organisation to confirm your relationship and organise payment of funds. 

Funded organisations must ensure that:

1.   A bank account is in operation into which payment can be made. We cannot pay into individual bank accounts; if your group does not have an official bank account you will need to ask an organisation to hold the money for you (contact us if you need help with this). 

2.   All legal and insurance liabilities associated with the project are fulfilled

3.   Appropriate safeguarding measures are implemented such as DBS checks

4.   All projects are completed between 8-28 June 2026. 

5.   A completed monitoring form with appropriate information is provided at the end of the project. This will include a narrative report on your event or activities along with pictures and quotes from attendees and any data collected on number of attendees, feedback etc. The deadline for completed monitoring forms will be 16 August 2026.

If you have any concerns or questions about the above requirements or anything else related to this application form, please email BoroughofSanctuary@lewisham.gov.uk 

If you are hosting a street party, you will need to apply for a road closure by going to the Council's website: https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/roads-and-transport/closing-a-road-for-a-play-street-event 

If you are hosting an event in a park, you will need to apply for a permission with Glendale https://lewisham.glendalelocal.co.uk/events-application

Any funded public events will be requested to send information about their projects along with any pictures (with any necessary permissions) prior to the event so that our communications team can support with promoting your event as widely as possible.

Please submit one application per organisation only. 

Applications close 23:59 on Sunday 22nd March 2026. We won’t be able to consider late applications.

Section 4
Borough of Sanctuary Grants Timeline
Programme launch 19th February 2026
Deadline for applications 22nd March 2026
Successful organisations informed no later than 17th April 2026
Events take place 8-28 June 2026
Monitoring forms due 16 August 2026
Section 5
Application Form
1.Project title* Required to answer. Single line text. 
Enter your answer
2.Are you applying as an individual or an organisation?* Required to answer. Single choice. 
Individual
Organisation
Section 6
Endorsing Organisation Details
If you are applying as an individual please provide details for an organisation that will endorse your applications. Please note that we cannot pay money into individual bank accounts.
3.Are you a sanctuary seeker (a person seeking asylum, a refugee or someone with No Recourse to Public Funds - NRPF)?* Required to answer. Single choice. 
Yes
No
4.Name of organisation that will endorse your project* Required to answer. Single line text. 
Enter your answer
5.Full name, phone number and email of contact at organisation endorsing your project* Required to answer. Multi Line Text. 
Enter your answer
Section 7
Organisation Details
6.Name of organisation* Required to answer. Single line text. 
Enter your answer
7.Organisation address* Required to answer. Multi Line Text. 
Enter your answer
Section 8
Main Contact Details
Please enter details for the main contact overseeing the activity or event
8.Full name of main contact (for your activity or event)* Required to answer. Single line text. 
Enter your answer
9.Email of main contact* Required to answer. Single line text. 
Enter your answer
10.Phone number of main contact* Required to answer. Single line text. 
Enter your answer
Section 9
Describe your project ( up to 600 words)
11.Please address the following points* Required to answer. Multi Line Text. 
1. Project Overview

-What is your project or event?

2. Refugee Week Objectives

- Explain how your project promotes and celebrates the experience and contributions of people seeking sanctuary.

- Explain how it promotes a culture of welcome, dialogue and solidarity between communities.

3. Experience

-What is your experience organising activities like this or working with people seeking sanctuary?

Enter your answer
12.Is your event open to the public and can be advertised on the Council's website and social media?* Required to answer. Single choice. 
Yes
No
13.Please let us know how people seeking sanctuary will lead the project or be involved in the planning and/or delivery of activities.* Required to answer. Multi Line Text. 
Please note that sanctuary seeker involvement at strategic level is an essential requirement. 
Enter your answer
14.Tell us who is going to benefit from your project.* Required to answer. Multi Line Text. 
Provide an estimated number of participants and who they are likely to be (e.g. adults/children; members of particular communities; active participants vs. spectators). How many sanctuary seekers who are Lewisham residents will benefit?
Enter your answer
15.How will people find out about your event? How are you planning to promote it to your target audience?* Required to answer. Multi Line Text. 
Enter your answer
16.When will your activity or event take place?* Required to answer. Single line text. 
Enter your answer
17.Where will the event or activity take place? (please include a postcode)* Required to answer. Multi Line Text. 
Enter your answer
18.Outline the key risks associated with the activity and how you will minimise their impact.* Required to answer. Multi Line Text. 
If you are planning an outdoor event, for example, what would happen if it rained? How will mitigate the risks of far right activity? You will not be penalised in any way for identifying any risks; we see being aware of risks as a positive thing.
Enter your answer
19.How will you ensure that your activity is as accessible as possible to people with different needs?* Required to answer. Multi Line Text. 
For example, choosing venues which are accessible to people who use wheelchairs, use of interpreters, provision of halal food, reimbursing travel costs for participants
Enter your answer
Section 10
Budget
20.How much will the project cost overall (you can apply for up to £750) and what will you spend the money on? We advise applicants to keep the costs realistic and not automatically apply for the full amount. Please provide a planned budget breakdown (e.g. hall hire - £200, travel - £250, food - £150 etc). *Required to answer. Multi Line Text. 
Enter your answer
Section 11
Terms & Conditions
By completing this application form you will be accepting your project will be subject to the following terms and conditions:

1. The grant will only be spent on the purpose detailed in the application unless otherwise agreed in advance by the Council in writing.
2. On confirmation of the award you will receive an email confirming the final award amount, and you will be told if extra documents are needed.  There will be a bank form for you to fill in and send back to us.  Payment will only be made once the bank form and any other required documents are sent back.  
3. In exceptional circumstances, the grant can be withdrawn or withheld at the Council’s discretion.
4. Any part of the grant that is not used for the project must be refunded back to the Council.
5. Repayment of the grant can be required at the sole discretion of the Council if:
• The Council finds that any false information has been supplied to the Council;
• the work undertaken is not the work for which the grant was approved (if the Council has not been informed of, and approved, these changes in accordance with point 1);
• the grant has not been spent by the end of 2026 unless otherwise agreed by the Council;
• your organisation becomes insolvent or goes into administration, receivership or liquidation, and the grant has not already been spent on its intended purpose, or;
• There is any other breach of any of the conditions in this form.
6. The grant is made on a 'one-off’ basis and does not carry any commitment to future funding.
7. The project leader needs to return a completed monitoring form and financial breakdown of how the grant was used no later than 3 months after the end date of the project.  Failure to do so will make the organisation ineligible for future grants.  A template monitoring form will be forwarded to successful applications on confirmation of the grant.
8. The grant will be written in all printed materials for the project, and anywhere else appropriate.
9. Borough of Sanctuary logo provided by the Council will be attached to all materials.
10. The Council may use your name in any publicity material.
11. The Project shall comply with any legal obligations that may be relevant in order to carry out the scheme, such as planning, licensing, employment, health and safety, insurance and equal opportunities legislation.
12. Receiving a grant from Lewisham Council does not constitute the grant of planning permission, or any other permission, and in no way prejudices future decisions of Lewisham Council or the Local Planning Authority. You must obtain all relevant permissions.
13. Lewisham Council reserves the right to share the information you have provided with relevant parties (e.g. Charity Commission) where appropriate.
14. Any Value Added Tax (VAT) payable by your organisation is your responsibility and Lewisham Council shall not be obliged to pay any additional amount.
15. Lewisham Council requires all organisations signing for an award to hold the following documentation. By signing this form you hold the relevant documents for the project the Council are pledging against, and your organisation agrees to provide these to Lewisham Council if it is deemed necessary.
Required documents:
• Public liability insurance.
Project specific documents:
• Statement evidencing that all staff & practitioners are DBS checked to the required standards for the project being undertaken.
• Risk Assessment.
21.Requirements Checklist. 

Please tick the options below to indicate that you understand and can provide / agree to the following requirements for receiving grant funding from Lewisham Council. Only projects that fulfil all the requirements can be funded. Multiple choice. 
A bank account is in operation into which payment can be made. We cannot pay into individual bank accounts; if your group does not have an official bank account you will need to ask an organisation to hold the money for you (contact us if you need help with this).
All legal and insurance liabilities associated with the project must be fulfilled
Appropriate safeguarding measures must be implemented such as DBS checks
All projects must be completed by 28 June 2026
A completed monitoring form with appropriate information and documents including photos must be provided by 16 August 2026
22.I confirm the information given in this application is correct.  The organisation is neither established for profit nor is conducted for profit.  We will inform the relevant officer of Lewisham Council of any changes in the organisation’s contact details or circumstances that would affect this application or the use of any grant relating to it. Single choice. 
Yes

